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‘Be creative to infinity’
Pandemic Poses Tests in 2021-22

As winter gave way to spring last year and the realities of a global pandemic set in, the Vincentians of the 
Western Province had to re-think church services and a whole range of programs that rely on a closeness 
and presence that was no longer possible. 

Fr. David Nations, C.M., pastor of St. Vincent’s Parish in Los Angeles, said in-person services were shut 
down with very little notice. 

“We switched to live-streaming Mass, which we did until Labor Day, when we were allowed to have some 
liturgies outside,” Fr. Nations said. “All prayer group meetings were streamed online as well.”

Once outdoor services were allowed, the school parking lot became the venue for drive-in services. They 
built a stage, and parishioners attended in their cars, honking their horns in lieu of handshakes during 
the sign of peace.

At St. Vincent’s Parish in St. Louis, Fr. Dan Thiess, C.M., said he and his group had to completely 
transform their robust food programs. 

“St. Vincent urged Vincentians to, ‘Be creative to infinity,’” Fr. Thiess said.

The usual sources of volunteers were no longer available, and demand for the food pantry and other food 
programs increased by 300 percent over normal levels. 

The pantry and soup kitchen went to a drive-up and walk-up model, and 
a lunch window served 400 homeless customers every day. 

Businesses like Anheuser-Busch, Schnucks grocery stores, 
and the St. Louis Cardinals all donated, and other 

parishes and organizations joined in support. 

“It comes down to what St. Vincent 
talked about—getting to know people 

and inviting them to the mission,” 
Fr. Thiess said. 

(continued p.4)

Fr. David Nations, C.M., celebrates mass 
in the parking lot at St. Vincent Church 
in Los Angeles. 
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Dear friends,

The lead story for this issue of The Vincentian names just a few accounts 
of how our Vincentian missionaries have responded to serving their 
communities during the pandemic. There are similar stories of innovations 
and accommodations at our missions in Perryville, MO; St. Catherine  
Laboure in St. Louis; Holy Redeemer and our Lady of Perpetual Help in  
San Antonio, TX; St. Joseph in New Orleans; St. Peter’s Vietnamese in Dallas; 
Indian Reservation Mission in Tuba City, AZ; Sacred Heart in Patterson, CA; 

and our five parishes in Kenya. The challenge of the pandemic has brought forth in us Vincentians a 
deeper and more zealous commitment to serve our communities and the most abandoned among us. 

It is my earnest hope that we, as a Vincentian 
family, can grow in better serving the most 
pressing needs of our church and the world.

The many examples of service from this pandemic era are lessons for all of us to be always open, creative, 
and responsive to the direct needs of God’s people. The crisis of this pandemic will pass; however, there 
will still be people in need of food, shelter, employment, and many other basic human needs. It is my 
earnest hope that we, as a Vincentian family, can grow in better serving the most pressing needs of our 
church and the world. 

I am most grateful for all the support, prayers, and contributions from you, our friends and collaborators, 
during this painful and difficult time. May God bless you and your families with the peace and joy of 
having served well.

Sincerely in Vincent de Paul,

Rev. Patrick McDevitt, C.M.
Provincial Superior

A Deeper Commitment
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Double Duty

Vincentian Twins on a 
Mission to Reignite Faith

Fr. Robert and Fr. Richard Gielow, C.M., were born in 
1943 in the small town of LaSalle, IL. The fraternal 
twins belonged to a parish staffed by Vincentian 
priests and the Daughters of Charity. As their 
eighth-grade graduation neared, Bob and Dick made 
a surprising discovery. Unbeknownst to each other, 
both planned to attend St. Vincent de Paul High 
School in nearby Lemont — a seminary run by the 
Congregation of the Mission.

On September 26 of this year, the two will  
celebrate their 50th anniversary as ordained 
Vincentian priests (though Fr. Dick crossed that 
threshold in 2020 and could not celebrate because 
of the pandemic lockdown). They are the only 
known ordained twins in the Congregation’s  
400-year history.

“Missions are something new 
and fresh and different than 
what they ordinarily get. One 
night, as we invited people 
to the altar for confessions 
following the Mass, a woman 
left. I found out later she drove 
around for 30 minutes, then 
came back to receive the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
She hadn’t been to confession 
in over 25 years.”

Fr. Robert Gielow, C.M.

“I’ll never forget what we did 
in Des Moines … we invited the 
whole city to come to Drake 
University for Holy Week. 
We set up the altar on the 
basketball court. Our mission 
priests heard confessions 
during the day prior to each 
evening’s service. More than 
3,000 people came, along with 
Des Moines’ bishop. Pastors 
later told us they noticed 
attendance was up at their 
Holy Thursday and Good 
Friday services.”

Fr. Richard Gielow, C.M.

Early Ministry Years …

Fr. Dick began his Vincentian priestly ministry  
by serving as director of vocations for the Western 
Province. He was then assigned to the faculty of 
St. John’s High School Seminary in Kansas City, 
MO, a position he held for six years. Fr. Bob began 
his priestly ministry at Regina Cleri Seminary 
in Tucson, AZ, then served at DePaul University 
in Chicago as an instructor, director of campus 
ministry, and, eventually, the university’s director  
of athletics.

(continued, back cover)



On Tuesday, June 29, the Congregation of the 
Mission Western Province finalized the purchase  
of a building in the city of St. Louis that will become 
the centerpiece of a new recruitment and formation 
initiative.

“A matter of great urgency for Vincentians  
today is the recruitment and formation of new 
members to carry on the mission of following 
Christ evangelizing the poor,” said Fr. Patrick 
McDevitt, C.M., Provincial Superior. “With an aging 
personnel pool, the confreres are eager to invite 

Vincentian Mission House 
Leads New Recruitment Plan

qualified men to join in sharing the rich Vincentian 
tradition of common life and apostolic works for the 
evangelization of the poor.”

The Province will soon establish the Vincentian 
Mission House, a new provincial initiative in 
vocation recruitment, discernment, and initial 
formation. Built in the 1890s, the three-story house 
is in St. Louis near agencies and parishes that 
serve the urban poor and within walking distance 
of educational institutions such as the Aquinas 
Institute and Saint Louis University. 

The house will also serve as a place of discernment 
where a candidate might live and work as he reflects 
on a possible call to the Vincentians. The house will 
be home for our associate and admitted seminarians 
preparing for service as future Vincentian priests 
and brothers. While the house is being renovated, 
confreres are working to revise and update the 
Province’s vocation and initial formation programs.

The doors of Vincentian Mission House – and a 
new chapter in its vocation, discernment, and initial 
formation – are slated to open in August 2022.
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Bob Beatty, Director of Community Development 
at St. Vincent’s Parish in Chicago, said they made 
similar major adaptations to their food and social 
assistance programs and created teams of people  
to make wellness calls on parishioners. 

In addition to streamed online services, a variety 
of programs were developed to be offered entirely 
online.

“We started a weekly lecture and learn presentation 
to talk about issues of the day,” Beatty said. 

Streaming capabilities that were developed for Mass 
remain in place, even as in-person liturgies have 
returned. 

“It has allowed us to expand on what we do and 
reach more folks,” Beatty said. “As for the other 
programs, some have discovered they like meeting 
online, so we do both.” 

Back in L.A., when the church reopened to in-person 
services in July, Fr. Nations and his staff held an 
all-night candlelight vigil with live Latin pop church 
music, at the end of which parishioners carried in 
the candles to “re-light” the church. 

“It was quite an event,” Fr. Nations said. “There was 
a 78-year-old woman who danced the whole night.”

(continued from cover)



On June 25, Rev. Scott Jakubowski, C.M., was 
ordained a Vincentian priest at St. Vincent’s Church 
in Los Angeles. Most Rev. Andrew Bellisario, C.M., 
Archbishop of Juneau-Anchorage, Alaska, and 
himself a Vincentian, was the ordaining prelate. 

The ordination was something of a homecoming  
for Archbishop Bellisario, who was also ordained  
at St. Vincent’s in Los Angeles in 1984.

The ordination was celebrated at the end of this 
year’s Provincial Assembly; many Vincentian priests 
and brothers were in attendance. Fr. Scott is a 
native of Arizona. He came to know the Vincentians 
years ago by engaging in the works of the Society 
of St. Vincent de Paul and other members of the 
Vincentian family. Fr. Scott’s first assignment is  
as associate pastor at St. Vincent’s Church in  
Los Angeles.  

Fr. Scott Jakubowski, C.M., speaks 
at a post-ordination reception. 

The beautiful ordination liturgy was celebrated in 
St. Vincent’s, which has a long tradition of dedicated 
Vincentian service over the decades. Through 
the laying on of hands and prayer, Fr. Scott was 
anointed and vested. He joined the ranks of other 
Vincentian priests sent out to evangelize the poor.

Archbishop Andrew Bellisario, C.M., (center)

 At the liturgy, Fr. Scott welcomed the support 
and the prayers of the congregation and his 
fellow Vincentians. Then, he stepped out into the 
California sun to bestow blessings, one by one,  
upon a line of his new parishioners.

“I am very grateful to everyone and to God for 
supporting me and helping me to get ordained  
a priest with the Vincentians,” Fr. Scott said. “I ask 
for prayers to be a good priest and to continue on 
the path God has set before me.”

Archbishop Bellisario, C.M.,  
Ordains Rev. Scott Jakubowski, C.M.
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Montebello Property to Serve 
Mission in a Different Way

Western Province Office Moves to Midtown St. Louis

For nearly 70 years, the Congregation of the 
Mission’s property in Montebello, CA, served the 
Vincentians as a seminary high school and then an 
evangelization center. It is closing but will still serve 
in the Vincentian tradition. 

Fr. Perry Henry, C.M., who served in different 
capacities at DePaul Evangelization Center from 
2014 to 2021, said that plans are underway to 
transform the campus into a site that provides 
much-needed affordable housing. 

Fr. Jay Jung, C.M., Fr. Mike Boyle, C.M., Fr. John Rybolt, C.M., 
and Fr. Mike Joyce, C.M., at an event on June 24 celebrating 
the history of the Montebello campus.

The 14-acre property was originally the home of 
the Andrew Pansini family and was given to the 
Congregation of the Mission in 1954. The Doheny 
Foundation financed the construction of the 
buildings, and St. Vincent’s, a high school seminary, 
opened in 1958. 

“In 1985 or 1986, many high school seminaries 
were closing, and the property was repurposed as an 
evangelization center,” Fr. Perry said.

In its new role, it hosted youth and high school 
retreats and programs for engaged couples and 
formation of lay ministers. It was known for its 
Spanish-language programs and hosted youth 
basketball and programs with other organizations.

Because of a lack of staff to run it, the decision was 
made a couple years ago to close the facility.  
In addition to the plans for affordable housing,  
the convent building on the site is currently 
being leased to A New Way of Life, 
which provides interim housing and 
training for women returning to 
society from incarceration. 

“The property was given 
to the community to 
promote the Vincentian 
mission,” Fr. Perry said. 
“The hope is that the 
future use of the campus 
will continue in that spirit.” 

On Wednesday, July 28, the Congregation of the Mission Western 
Province moved its office from Earth City, MO, to 3701 Forest Park 
Ave. in Midtown St. Louis. 

The new office is part of a ministerial cooperation and facilities 
sharing agreement with Aquinas Institute of Theology. 

Fr. Patrick McDevitt, C.M., Provincial Superior, said that the new 
office is closer to the communities we serve, our partners, and 
other Catholic organizations.

Fr. Perry Henry, C.M., speaks  
at the June 24 Montebello event.
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Give Monthly as an Apostle of Charity

Mass of Remembrance Planned

The Congregation 
of the Mission 
is launching a 
new monthly 
giving club called 
the Apostles of 
Charity that gives 
donors the ability 
to support the 
mission in an 
easy, ongoing way. 

Monthly donors can break their gifts into affordable 
increments and are contacted only once per year 
by the Development Office. Monthly donors are 
also automatically added to the Ministry of Prayer 
program, where they are prayed for at daily Mass.  

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, in-person 
liturgical celebrations could not be held for 
several months. Consequently, we were not 
able to memorialize the priests and brothers 
we lost during this difficult time. 
Mindful of this, a Mass of Remembrance will 
be celebrated at 10:30 a.m. on November 
2, 2021, All Souls Day, at St. Mary’s of the 
Barrens in Perryville, MO. The service will be 
livestreamed on the St. Mary’s of the Barrens 
Facebook page. 
Please join us in remembering our beloved 
priests and brothers: 

“I have an interior fondness for the Vincentians,” 
said Dan Hindes, a monthly donor for 13 years and 
former seminary student from Minnesota. “I had 
the privilege of studying under some great priests. 
Later in life I became even more appreciative of my 
Vincentian experience.”

To enroll in the Apostles of Charity program,  
click “Donate Now/Make a Donation” from 
Vincentian.org. Choose the amount you would 
like to donate each month and indicate where you 
would like your donation allocated. Then, check the 
“I would like my donation to recur” box and select 
“Monthly” from the menu. 

For more information on the Apostles of Charity 
monthly giving club, contact Lisa Randazzo at 
LRandazzo@vincentian.org or 314-344-1184. 

Rev. John Francis Clark, C.M.

Rev. Thomas A. Grace, C.M.

Rev. Robert J. Jones, C.M.

Rev. Nicholas Kaloki, C.M. 

Bro. John J. Mangogna, C.M.

Rev. R. Stafford Poole, C.M.

Rev. Walter L. Reisinger, C.M.

Rev. Daniel R. Schulte, C.M. 

May they and all the faithful departed 
through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
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Your Gifts Support So Many
Donation Revenue for Fiscal Year 2021
How Your Donations Were Allocated

21

62

30K+

Parishes served by Vincentians 
(Approximately 16,800 families)

Senior priests and brothers

Subscribers to The God Minute

27 Seminarians

60+

988

Parish Missions scheduled for ’21-22 
(More than 48,000 families  
receiving Christ’s loving message)

Individuals served by food and 
medical programs in Kenya

40 Jitegemee Project trainees 
(Kenya small business)

Mission StatisticsIn addition, $130,000 
was received from 
The God Minute 
donors in a Lenten 
appeal, and $2,800 
from Vincentian 
International Mission 
Service (VIMS) donors.

2,194
Gifts in Fiscal Year 2021

$3,180,868
Donated in Fiscal Year 2021

$1,300,375 
Education and Formation in the U.S. 
for seminarians and clergy

$162,916 
Care for Senior Priests and Brothers 

$295,203 
International Outreach to the Poor

$499,157 
Service to the Poor, Young People, 
and Evangelization in U.S.

$923,217 
Kenya Mission (Education Formation 
and Direct Service to the Poor)

DePaul Woodworking students  
with tools provided from donations.
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EVANGELIZERS
($10,000 and above)

Anonymous Vincentian Priest
Anonymous Donation  
    in Memory of Irma Berrios
Association of the  
    Miraculous Medal
Mr. John R. Black
Mr. and Mrs. Jeffery J. Burds
Class of ’76 – The Cape
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Gardner
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome D. Girsch
Kenya Richardson Fund
Mrs. Peg McBride
Ms. Mary Rita Perkinson
Church of St. Peter  
    Vietnamese C.C., Des Moines, IA
Reverend Robert Rohrich, C.M.
Mrs. Muriel Rooney
Reverend Charles F. Shelby, C.M.

DISCIPLES 
($5,000 TO $9,999)

Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Beasley
St. Catherine Laboure Church,  
    St. Louis, MO
Mr. Jeffrey M. Frenzel
Mr. John Gallagher
Ms. Elizabeth K. Gallagher
Holy Trinity Church, Dallas, TX
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Hora

COMPANIONS
($2,500 to $4,999)

Mr. Robert W. Bronson, II
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Flynn
Reverend John Gagnepain, C.M.
Brother F. Joseph Hess, C.M.
Reverend Thomas Hinni, C.M.
Sister Julia Huiskamp, D.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Manna
Deacon Terry and Marilyn Marinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Meade
Mrs. Claire Morrison
Reverend Minh Pham, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Luc Pham
Reverend Ronald Ramson, C.M.
River Road Asset Mgmt., LLC
The Society For the Propagation  
    of the Faith, Springfield- 
    Cape Girardeau

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas J. McGonigle
Office for Mission Education  
    and Animation, Chicago, IL
Mr. John O’Leary and  
    Ms. Jeannette Scalise
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Prangle
Reverend John Richardson, C.M.
Reverend John Shine, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. John Villa
St. Vincent de Paul Church,  
    Perryville, MO
Mr. John L. Visconti
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas D. Waite

SERVANTS
($1,000 to $2,499)

Anonymous (3)
5280 Strategies
Architectural Grilles & Sunshades, Inc.
Mr. Michael D. Arri
Reverend Lawrence Asma, C.M.
Mr. Michael J. Blazin
Mr. and Mrs. Carl E. Borash
Reverend Dan P. Borlik, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. George P. Bouckaert
Mr. and Mrs. Omar Cortez
Mr. William J. Boyle
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Buchheit
Mr. John Capellupo
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Carli
Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Cawley
Mr. Jack Cormack
Reverend Philip Coury, C.M.
Reverend Thomas Croak, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Cuba
Mr. and Mrs. George Dennis
Mr. Larry Desmond
Mr. G. Patrick Doll
Brother James Donlevy, C.M.
Ms. Erica J. Dowd
EAS Technologies, Inc
Reverend Thomas Esselman, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry E. Esselman
Reverend Kevin P. Fausz, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Ferguson
Mr. and Mrs. John (JD) Flaherty
Mrs. Judy Folsom

Thank you! Your generosity during these trying times 
has been a beacon of light for those in need, not only in 
the U.S. but in Kenya as well. We are so grateful for your 
prayers and material sacrifices. Our Vincentian priests and 
brothers will remember you and your loved ones in prayer.

“The Kenyan mission is proof we can make a difference. The work of the 
Vincentians saves lives and gives hope to children that there is a better tomorrow. 
The development of spiritual leaders will have a positive impact for generations. 
We are inspired every day by the hard work and dedication of the Vincentian 
community to make a difference in the lives of the Kenyan people.”
Michael L. Beasley 
Denver, Colorado
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Brother Harvey Goertz, C.M.
Reverend Paul Golden, C.M.
Brother David Goodman, C.M.
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell W. Halstead
Very Reverend Miles J. Heinen, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard A. Heise, Sr.
Reverend Perry Henry, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert J. Hoereth
Mrs. Ohi Hong Je
Mr. Hans Ingold
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Jacoby
Reverend John J. Jung, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. John Kavanaugh
Brother Leo Keigher, C.M.
Mr. Joseph J. Kelley, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Don Kilburg
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Klump
Knights of Columbus, St. Catherine  
    Laboure Church, St. Louis, MO
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Lane
Sister Mary Carol Lehmkuhl
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Lynch
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Maassen
Mr. Jack Macholl and  
    Mrs. Mary Rooney
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Maring
Dr. Jacqueline McKeique
Ms. Marla J. Mills
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Murphy
Reverend J. Patrick Murphy, C.M.
Mr. James R. Musgrave
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald J. Nawrocki
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Nelligan
Ms. Hai Nguyen

Mr. Thanh Nguyen and Mrs. Mai Tran
Mr. James D. O’Connor
Ambassador and  
    Mrs. Kevin F. O’Malley
Mr. William F. Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Peal
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Piekunka
Reverend William Piletic, C.M.
Mrs. Elaine Pinar
Reverend Mark S. Pranaitis, C.M.
Reverend Charles Prost, C.M.
Reverend Bernard Quinn, C.M.
Reverend R. William Rhinehart, C.M.
Mr. John Roberson
Mr. and Mrs. Al Rudolph
Reverend J. Antonio Ruiz, C.M.
Reverend John E. Rybolt, C.M.
Archdiocese of San Antonio
Mr. and Mrs. James Schaefer
Mr. and Mrs. James Schumer
Mr. Robert L. Seidel, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shadduck
Mr. and Mrs. Francisco N. Soares
Dr. and Mrs. David M. Steele
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Steinbecker
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Swyers
St. Teresa of Avila Parish, Chicago, IL
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Thibodeau
Mr. and Mrs. Pat Tracy
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Van Dorpe
Dr. William F. von Almen, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Lance Weiss
Dr. and Mrs. Martin G. White, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Whittemore
Reverend Robert Wood, C.M.
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Zlatic
Brother Richard Zoellner, C.M.

ASSOCIATES
($500 to $999)

Mr. and Mrs. Philip Accardi
Mr. Patrick J. Ahern
Anonymous (5)
Reverend Louis A. Arceneaux, C.M.
Mr. Bernard Audet
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Ave Maria
Mr. and Mrs. David Baranowski
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Barta
Mrs. Betty Bast
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan E. Bays
Dr. and Mrs. Mark Beck
Ms. Kathleen Bell
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Bilello
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Borlik
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bullene
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Burton
Ms. Yolanda Carter
Christ The Savior Church, Perryville, MO
Mrs. Marisa M. Clark
Reverend James Cormack, C.M.
Ms. Beatrice Cortez
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Crutcher III
Ms. Lucille Curtin
Mr. Michael Vales and  
    Dr. Denice Derbes
Mr. Joseph J. Dicroce
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Doder
Reverend Anthony Dosen, C.M.
Mr. and Mrs. James F. Duvall
Mr. William G. Ebbesmeyer
Brother Mark Elder, C.M.
Mr. Stanley E. Erb
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald J. Essl
Mr. and Mrs. Don Feltz
Dr. and Mrs. John Fogarty
Mrs. Catherine Frelichowski
Mr. and Mrs. Will Fuest
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Gleason
Mr. Jim Hatlan
Mr. Paul Heidemann
Mr. David Henroid
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Herman, Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hindes
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Horan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Hurst
Inkwell Printing
Mr. Robert Janis
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph F. Jedlicka
Reverend Michael P. Joyce, C.M.
Diocese of Kansas City - Saint Joseph
Mrs. Emmett Kelly
Mr. and Mrs. Ryan Kenneally

“I started donating to the Vincentians as a young adult 
because of my mother’s first cousin, Father Patrick O’Brien, 
C.M. For years, Fr. Pat came to our house for dinner... At that 
time, he was teaching at DePaul University of Chicago. After 
his mother died and he was able to fulfill his lifetime dream 
of serving in Kenya as a missionary, we kept in touch and 
on his trips home he always came to my parents’ home for 
dinner and to recount his experiences. He made the Church 
come alive in a very personal way. I feel that by donating I 
am continuing his work for him.”
Patricia Ann Riley  
Chicago, Illinois
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FOUNDATIONS
The Capellupo Foundation Corp.
The Julia Stearns  
    Dockweiler Foundation
Roseanna Forthmann  
    Charitable Trust
Aloysius J. Eugene Franz  
    Foundation
FSC Foundation
Koch Foundation, Inc.
The McCaddin-McQuirk  
    Foundation, Inc.
Steward Family Foundation

Ms. Susan Pirtle
Ms. Rose Prueitt
Mr. Jason Pulos
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick Ragland
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Ratzlaff
Ms. Maureen Raymond
Mr. Frank A. Reilly
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth J. Reiss
Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Rickert, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Javan Ridge
Ms. Patricia A. Riley
Deacon and Mrs. Daniel Rittenhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Robbs
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Rohde
Mr. and Mrs. James T. Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ryan
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle M. Schultz
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Schumer
Ms. Patricia Senft and  
    Mr. Richard Wessel
Ms. Delia Solis
Dr. and Mrs. Kevin Stevens
Mr. and Mrs. Terence J. Sullivan
Mr. and Mrs. William M. Tarnow
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Thorgren
Mr. Bruce Toplek
Mr. and Mrs. John Tucker
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Tumminia
Mrs. Miguel Valencia
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Vatterott
Mr. Joe Vertovec and  
    Ms. Nancy Ebaugh
St. Vincent de Paul Church,  
    Los Angeles, CA
Mr. Trinh Vo
Ms. Julie Vreyens
Reverend James G. Ward, C.M.
Mr. Fred Weckenmann

Mr. Al Weilbaecher
Reverend Mr. and  
    Mrs. Lonnie G. Weishaar
Mr. and Mrs. W. Brent White
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Wiebke
Ms. Concepcion Wolff

LEGACY DONORS
Those listed below have made  
a gift through their will or trust.

Ms. Viola Elpert
Hilcorp Energy Co.
Reverend Robert Jones, C.M.
Reverend Charles Miller, C.M.
Reverend Stafford Poole, C.M.
Shell Trading
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore J. Tsoumas
Ms. Eugenia Uhrich

Mr. and Mrs. James Kesting
Reverend Clayton F. Kilburn, C.M.
Mr. William J. Kirven, III
Mr. Richard J. Klohr
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Kolber
Mr. and Mrs. John E. Kopala
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Kraft
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Krieger
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Kutz
Our Lady of Victory Church,  
    Perryville, MO
Ms. Kofen Lai and Ms. Kai Lam
Ms. Martha Lane
Mr. and Mrs. Roger Lang
Mr. Huong Le and Ms. Hien Truong
Ms. Jacqueline Le
Ms. Lynn Lewis
Mr. Chinh Ly
Mrs. Elizabeth Mahal
Ms. Carol Malewicki
Mr. and Mrs. Marcelo Marquez
Mrs. Mary Martin
Reverend Kevin McCracken, C.M.
Mr. Dale Meier
Ms. Deborah L. Merkt
Sister Frances Meyer, D.C.
Mr. Mark Morrow
Mr. and Mrs. Chuck Neff
Nhu Fashions
Mr. and Mrs. John W. O’Brien
Brother Timothy Opferman, C.M.
Ms. Maryanne Ortiz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael O’Shea
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas M. Pacha
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Pautler
Mr. Larry Peltier
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Pennington
Mr. and Mrs. Mark T. Piazza

“My first experience with the Vincentians was at St John's Seminary (minor) in San 
Antonio, so I first knew them in their role as educators. After leaving the seminary, 
I lost touch with them until the advent of the internet enabled me to re-establish 
contact with several of the priests. Through them, I learned of their missionary 
work. I continue to support the mission, because I see the benefits of their  
efforts and also because I do feel a debt of gratitude for their guidance in my 
formative years and want to see them well cared for in their twilight years.”
Rob Bronson 
Encinatas, California
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Since 1987 …

Since 1987 the brothers have directed the Vincentian Parish 
Mission apostolate, headquartered in Independence, MO, and, 
more recently, in Leawood, KS. Parish or “popular” missions  
were, in the mind of St. Vincent, the first and originating work  
of the Vincentians. Vincentians are called to go out beyond  
urban centers and preach the gospel to people in rural areas. 

Along with Fr. Bill Rhinehart, C.M., the Gielow brothers have 
given thousands of parish missions. They have traveled to  
preach at parishes across the United States and Canada, 
imitating the spirit of St. Vincent, who sent his followers to  
“go out” and proclaim the gospel with joy.

That the parish mission team is popular is an understatement. 
Although the Covid-19 pandemic brought in-person missions to 
a standstill for much of the last year, a robust schedule of parish 
missions is currently booked with a nearly two-year waiting list. 

Learn more and enjoy the mission team’s spiritual reflections 
posted at vpmc.org.

I think of the gentleman who sweeps and cleans up the grounds on a regular basis. He empties the trash and has other 
guests assist him at times. I asked him why he does this and he says, “Because you feed and take care of us. It’s the least  
we can do.”

Because you feed and take care of us. It’s the least we can do.

I think of the family who comes to the pantry and goes through their bags asking other 
people or families who can use the food items they may not need. They give to others 
out of their need. Or the folks at the clothing window who are sharing shoes and shirts. 
These are examples of people taking care of one another. It happens on a regular basis. 

It is humbling to hear people thank you for the simple things we take for granted. 
The rules have changed since the pandemic has started. The needs are greater, 
and so must be our response. Our mission today is more imperative than at any 
time. 

Fr. Dan Thiess, C.M.
St. Vincent’s Parish, St. Louis, MO 

The rules have changed ...
A Vincentian reflection on the pandemic

Fr. Dick and Fr. Bob Gielow, C.M., with a mission 
group at the Vincentian Motherhouse in Paris, 
where the body of St. Vincent de Paul lies.


